
 

                             

  May 2016 

 

The 

 

 

End of the Year Family Cookout! 
 

Join us May 11th as we finish out our Wednesday Night sessions with 
a celebration and fellowship for the whole congregation!  

All are invited for an evening of fun and food!  There will also be a 
special time of sharing with our choirs, kids, and handbell ringers!  

  
            5:30 p.m. in Morris Hall 
    We look forward to seeing you there!!! 
 

There is no charge for this event and reservations are not needed. 

Join us on 

Sunday, May 15th  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

One Service in Morris Hall 

10:00 a.m. 
(NO Sunday School this day) 

 

See article on page 3 
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Matthew’s Minute 
 

Connection Coffee: 
 

If you are new to Garber, you are invited to a Connection Coffee on Sunday, May 22  at 9:30 a.m.  in 

Room 123 of the Ministry Center.  This is a time to meet the church staff and discover more about    Gar-

ber Church.  Sign-up sheets are located at the Welcome Table in the courtyard, or at the Welcome Center 

in the foyer of Morris Hall.  You can also sign up by calling the church office at 637-4022, or emailing 

Beth Hicks at:  bhicks@garberumc.com. 

 

We welcome these new members into the life of Garber church: 
 

Dan and Regina Eland live at 3010 Red Fox Road in Trent Woods after  retir ing from Freder icksburg, Virginia.  Dan 

enjoys woodworking, gardening, and pickle ball.  Regina’s hobbies include sewing, gardening, reading, and movies.  They 

have two adult sons. 

 

Asher and Stephanie Brinson live at 4508 Morgan Lane in Trent Woods.  The Brinson’s have two daughters:   Mary 

Grace, a tenth grader at The Epiphany School, and Olivia, a fifth grader at Epiphany.  Asher is self-employed and owns the 

Brinson Tractor Group.  Stephanie is a substitute teacher for The Epiphany School.  They moved to New Bern from Raleigh. 

 

JT and Sandy Baker  live at 242 Stony Branch Road in New Bern.  JT works as a foreign military sales program analyst, 

and Sandy is retired.  They have three adult children who live in Eastern North Carolina:  Regina, Matthew, and James.  JT  

enjoys sailing and woodworking.  Sandy enjoys card making and reading.  The Bakers moved to New Bern from Maryland. 

 

Joe and Janet Childers recently moved to New Bern.  Joe is retired from custom cabinets and millwork, and Janet 

works at Carolina East Hospital as a certified nurse anesthetist.  Joe enjoys sailing, wood working, and restoring an old Jeep, 

and Janet likes reading, sailing, and travel.  They are members of the TIE Sunday School class. 

 

Robert Ellis retired from the textile industry as a chemist and recently moved to New Bern to be with his daughter  and 

son-in-law, Joe and Janet Childers.  He is an avid “collector” of various items.  Robert was very active in the Landis United     

Methodist Church and served in a variety of positions including Lay Leader and Sunday school teacher.  He is now a member 

of the Agape Sunday School class. 

 

Eric and Sharon Wheelis live at 117 Oakleaf Cour t in River  Bend.  Eric is a veterinarian, and Sharon works as the office 

manager of the practice.  The Wheelis' have three boys:  Alex (ninth grade), Matthew (sixth grade), and Mitchell (third 

grade).  They all enjoy fishing, reading, and hiking. 

 

John Marshbanks lives at 163 Quar tedeck in RiverBend and joined as an affiliate member .  John moved to New Bern 

from Boone, NC and is a retired construction/technical teacher.  He enjoys wood working and house repairs. 

 

John and Karen Nordin live at 121 Emmen Road in Taberna.  John is a family physician, and Karen is retired from 

AT&T.  John enjoys photography, paddle boarding, roller blading, and historical books.  Karen's hobbies include reading 

and gardening. 

 

John and Mary Ann Knepp live at 1325 McCarthy Blvd., Apt. 23 and recently relocated to New Bern from Culpepper , 

Virginia.  John has enjoyed fishing, hunting, and home building projects.  Mary Ann has been involved in a church puppet and 

clowning ministry.  

mailto:bhicks@garberumc.com
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GriefShare 
 

GriefShare is a weekly non-denominational Christian seminar and support group that is designed to help 

you rebuild your life after losing a loved one.  It is open to all men and women in the community regardless 

of religious affiliation.  New participants are welcome to join at any time during the 14 week cycle.         

Sessions are held at Centenary UMC which is at the corner of Middle and New Streets in downtown New 

Bern.  The morning sessions meet Mondays from 10am to noon in Room 206 (use the entrance on New 

Street).  The evening sessions meet Thursdays at 6:30pm in the Centenary Library (use the entrance on 

Middle Street).   
 

For more info on the morning sessions please contact Pam Bonina at 252-497-8489 or  

pambonina@gmail.com, and for info on the evening sessions please contact Kathy Fannin at 252-514-2936 

or kfannin07@gmail.com.  Additional information on this program can also be found at www.greifshare.org. 

PENTECOST, the birthday of the church, occurs 50 days after Easter.  It is an 
ancient celebration in the Church of Jesus Christ.  On the day of Pentecost, God 
sent the Holy Spirit to indwell the disciples and to form them as the Church of     
Jesus Christ. (Acts 2) Before Christ, the Jewish people kept Pentecost to celebrate 
the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai and the first fruits of the harvest season to come.  
As God came down at Sinai to form a people as a Kingdom of Priests, God the  
Holy Spirit descended upon the Church.  As God gave his law, in Pentecost the 
Holy Spirit writes the law upon our hearts. As the first fruits betokened the harvest 

to come, these original disciples were the first fruits of the entire Christian community to come.  

 

We celebrate PENTECOST on May 15 with a combined service and with the confirmation of our students.     
Gathering in one service recalls and demonstrates our spiritual unity, which is a gift of the Spirit.  It also allows us 
to celebrate together as we confirm (strengthen) our confirmands through the laying on of hands, anointing with 
oil, and prayer for the imparting of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Confirmation classes are offered to prepare our middle and high school aged youth for the Rite of Confirmation 
and for Confessing membership within the church.  In Confirmation, the confirmand takes the vows of            
membership which includes confessing his or her faith in Jesus Christ and committing to live as a disciple who 
faithfully participates in the local church.  At the same time, Confirmation is an act of the church wherein the local 
church on behalf of and in union with the universal church lays hands upon the confirmand for the imparting and 
filling of the Holy Spirit and prays for spiritual strengthening.   

 

As part of the class, our students were to meet several requirements.  They were to attend the 18 class sessions; 
attend weekly Sunday morning worship; participate in one additional spiritual learning group; read the Gospel of 
Luke; share in 15 hours of service in Jesus’ name; participate in the confirmation of retreat; and interview with one 
of our ministers. (They were also to tell jokes to the senior pastor, a requirement several especially kept.)  During 
our time in these sessions, we considered the story of grace and how we join into the story.  We studied several 
Christian practices that help us to continue as faithful disciples.  We also looked at each of the seven promises 
every Christian makes upon the occasion of membership. 

 

All of us do well to remember that Confirmation is one step in the journey of discipleship.  The students we       
confirm on May 15 are not becoming “spiritual graduates.”  As their journey in Christ continues, they will need the 
continued encouragements of the Body of Christ. In the worship service, they will be commended to the love and 
care of the Church.  May the Lord grant us grace faithfully for years to come to encourage and support these    
students in the commitments they have made. 
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VBS 
2016 

July 18th - 22nd 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

4yr old - rising 4th 

Join Joseph as he swats away scorpions in a 
dark prison cell...strolls through the golden 
splendor of Pharaoh's palace...experiences 

exotic sights and smells in an Egyptian       
bazaar...is carried away by music wafting 

through enticing desert air.  
 

What a week of fun— 
and lasting Bible learning!  

Sign up now! 

 

 

 

Adventure Camp 2016 
July 18th - 22nd 
 9 a.m. – 12 noon 

Rising 5th and 6th Graders 
Join us for a week of tug of war, fishing,  

water park fun, games and more as we learn   
important Bible truths through challenges, small 

group enrichment, and prayer.   
 

During this jam packed week of FUN,  
we will gain a better understanding of  

God’s truth in our lives.   

As we get closer to July 18th-22nd, the excitement and anticipation surrounding VBS and Adventure Camp will 
grow!  VBS and Adventure Camp is one of the BEST weeks of the summer for Garber’s Kids In Christ Ministry!  

We will have the opportunity to minister to and share God’s love with over 150 kids!  What a wonderful  

opportunity for us, Jesus’ disciples, to join together to teach our youngest of the love of Jesus Christ.   

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”   

I encourage each of you to consider volunteering during this fun-filled week! 
 

We will be having a VOLUNTEER INTEREST meeting, May 22nd at 4:00 p.m. in the Children’s Hall.   
During this meeting, we will give you more information on the themes of VBS and Adventure Camp  

as well as give an overview of all the different volunteer options.   
 

For VBS we need volunteers to run the different stations, to walk kids from station to station, to help  
decorate and make our vision come to life, and to provide snacks for our countless volunteers.   

 
For Adventure Camp we need volunteers to help with transportation, to fish with the kids at Meadows Park,  

and to help with different activities and crafts throughout the week. 
 

YOU are the volunteer we need to make our summer VBS and Adventure Camp a success!!!   
Join us on May 22nd to learn how you can help!   
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

MOSAIC members and friends enjoyed a wonderful buffet luncheon and live performance of “Crown of Thorns” at the 

Rocky Hock Playhouse during the month of March. We also enjoyed delicious casseroles, salads and desserts made by 

members for our April MOSAIC luncheon and learned about bird carvings from our own, Paul and Nina Varga. Thank you 

to all who participated!  
 

Plans are in the works for an exciting summer.  Come join us for enjoyable experiences, Christian fellowship, new 

knowledge, and an opportunity to share God’s love with others. 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

May 17 
 

Ferry boat ride to Oriental, town tour, and lunch out 

View God’s world from a different perspective 

Depart from Garber at 9:00am. Small fee for bus travel. 
 

June intergenerational event (adults and children) - June 18 
 

MUDCATS baseball game in Zebulon 

Tickets $7.00 per person. Money to Sue Webb by May 31 

Depart from Garber 3:00pm. 

Tailgating at 5:00 prior to 6:00 game. 

Share your favorite tailgating food. 
 

Upcoming dates for your calendar 
 

July 21  Trip to Washington, NC to tour the Estuarium, take a boat ride tour, and eat lunch at  

   “The Meeting Place Café”. 
 

August 12 Supper out in Kinston at the Baron and the Beef.  Dinner (dutch treat) and fellowship with  

 Christian friends. 

 

Call the church office, 637-4022 or email your reservation to Sue Webb, swebb@garberumc.com 

DATES: 

KINGSWOOD GRADUATION 5/12 

OFFICE CLOSED ON MEMORIAL DAY 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RECOGNITION 6/5 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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To my church family:  Thank you for the food you prepared and the flowers you sent.  My heart is most grateful for the 

encouraging cards and phone calls that helped me know I was not alone, but most of all the prayers you prayed when I was 

unable to pray; for I felt the peace that only God could give.  Thanks for making me feel welcome and that you missed me 

the first time I came back to church.  I am so glad to belong to a church family who cares, loves and especially prays.   

In His love, Pat Minschew 

 
Dear Ones - Your compassion, prayers, many acts of kindness, generous gifts of flowers, food, balloons, cards, visits and 

telephone calls have helped me on my journey these past two months after my fall and while I was at Carolina East     

Medical Center, Riverpoint Crest and now at home!  I have been overwhelmed with your love and peace given to me, 

which helped me to persevere on my road to recovery. 
 

It will not be long before I will be back to normal activities.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Your help was wonderful.  I am very grateful and will always remember my Garber Family with deep affection. 
 

God bless you richly each day. 
 

With kindest personal regards, Trudy Glaser 

 
Dear Garber Family, 

Thank you so much for the love and concern that you have shown Tony and me.  We so appreciate all the cards, phone 

calls, visits, incredibly delicious food, but most of all your prayers. God has blessed us with such an awesome family here 

at Garber. We love you and hope to be back to serve our gracious Lord with you soon. 

Love,  Carolyn and Tony Shaffer 

 
To our Dear Friends at Garber Church, 

We so appreciate your continued support of our mission here at RCS.  Every time we need something it seems someone 

from your congregation responds.  And QUICKLY!  I’m always so impressed. 
 

This time I just want to say a huge thank you for all the food donated during your Lenten food drive.  It took 3 cargo vans 

FULL to get everything over to our warehouse.  All of us were amazed!  It was such a blessing for our food pantry         

recipients.  We supplement groceries for approximately 125 families a week, and your donations really helped us shore up 

our shortages. 
 

May God continue to bless you all with His unfailing love and support as you follow His commands to care for His        

children. 
 

Gratefully,   

Sally Kidwell, Operations Manager 
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GARBER UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 BAKE SALE - SUNDAY, MAY 1ST 

MORRIS HALL ATRIUM & SANCTUARY COURTYARD 
ALL PROCEEDS TO LOCAL MISSIONS 

 

Great gifts for Mother’s Day, weddings, showers, hostess gifts, graduation gifts  
plus wonderful sauces starting at only $2.95 – CHECK IT OUT! 

So far in 2016, WITH YOUR HELP, the UMW have disbursed $4,250 to local missions 

Kingswood Notes. . . 
 

Spring is in the air at Kingswood!  Each year we look forward to replanting our Kingswood Garden 

(outside the choir door of the sanctuary).  Many of you comment each year about the beautiful 

flowers in the garden and how wonderful it is to see God’s creation so vividly when you come to 

church on Sunday morning!  We look forward to digging in the dirt every spring to make that 

happen! 

  

You might not know that our Kingswood garden is planted each year in memory of our Kingswood 

volunteers (and their family members) who have gone on to glory.  We are thankful for the 

faithfulness of these folks to the Kingswood Program and the way they honored God through 

their service. 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 


